
General Jozef Zachariasz Bem 

"Lusiurandum patri datum usque ad hanc diem ita servavi" 
("I have kept my oath to my father to this day) 

  

 

 On the night of 10th December 1850, in Aleppo (now Syria), the hero of the three na>ons: Poland, Hungary 
and Turkey, General Józef Zachariasz Bem, Bem József, Murad Paşa passed away.  At the last hour before the 
death, he said: "Poland, Poland! I cannot save you anymore" ... 
  
 Józef Bem's ashes were brought to Poland on June 30, 1929.  During exhuma>on many cuts and stab wounds 
on the bones were found tes>fying his enormous effort suffered in the struggle throughout his live for his 
beloved Motherland. 
  
Turkey, Hungary, and Poland were involved in bringing the ashes of their hero to Poland.  When the coffin was 
transported through Budapest, a demonstra>on of several hundred Hungarian brothers gathered paying 
tribute to the General.  His ashes were laid to rest in his na>ve Tarnów, in a mausoleum on an island in the 
Strzelecki Park.  On the grave there was an inscrip>on in the languages of the three countries for which he was 
the hero: Poland, Hungary, and Turkey (in Arabic). 
  



 
(Mournful Rhapsody in Memoriam of Bem – Cyprian Kamil Norwid) 

(Transla>on by: D Piotrowska)


